
 
 

    “He Makes Everything 
      Beautiful in His Time” 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 
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Leading and Serving Cru’s 

Ministry to Teenagers in over 
20 cities and beyond! 

JohnAndEllenFleming.com 
518-966-2255 

 

 
Did you know?  

Most teenagers prefer Instagram 
and Snapchat over Facebook 

 
Watch our director thank you by video at 

JohnAndEllenFleming.com/thankyou 
 

 

“I’ve been brought here for a reason… I can see
exactly why God brought me here!” 

... were the words of John* at one of our conferences in December. Jason, a Cru 
staffmember, had been working with John and his fellow wrestlers for over a year and 

trying for months to get his guys to sign up for the regional Cru winter conference on the
west coast near John’s high school. 

 
Some of the students that attended our Winter Conference with John on the west coast 

Since Jason had wrestled in college, he had been helping out with the team at the high                
school and going to their practices, with about 15-20 wrestlers going to a Bible study              
each week. It was the day before the conference started. Before that day’s practice, he              
had scheduled a meeting with a local pastor about partnering with his church in some              
way to reach students for Christ. During the meeting, the pastor said, “whatever you             
need, I want to help. If you guys need money...cars...resources...transportation–just tell          
me what you need and let’s work together.” This was really encouraging to Jason, and he               
went to the practice right after that, but he wasn’t informed that it was actually a wrestling                
match. So Jason had nothing to do during that time because the students weren’t             
available. He was pretty frustrated because he thought he wouldn’t have the one last             
chance to get some of them to sign up for the conference. So he started praying, “God,                
why am I here?... I have put so much effort into these guys, none of them are going to                  
end up coming [to the conference].” He walked into the gym just then and saw all of them                 
just sitting around waiting for their match to start. He also noticed the computer/printer             
room near there happened to be unlocked so he could print conference registration            
forms. So Jason just started calling over the guys, saying things like “someone gave a              
bunch of money so you could have a discount to go” and “fill out this release form!” They                 
were excited to hear this news! (even though Jason hadn’t yet asked for the money!) and               
so four hours before they left for the conference, eight guys had signed up! Jason texted               
the pastor he had met earlier and asked if they could help send these guys to the                
conference, and he gave $1,000 toward that effort!  Praise God! 

At the conference during one of the boys’ sharing times, Jason told them the             
story of all circumstances that made it possible for these guys to come to the conference               
and how God wanted them to be there because he has a plan for their→ 
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Please Pray: 
➔ For the Lord to raise up more laborers 

for the Harvest (Matt 9:38), and 
especially for the team we lead 

➔ For our trip to recruit new team 
members at Cru’s Spring Break training 
conference 

➔ That Jesus will always be our First 
Love (and not ministry or people first) 

➔ Praise God for a recent opportunity to 
invite neighbors to a Daddy Daughter 
Dance hosted by a local church! We 
want to love our neighbors well like 
Jesus does 

➔ For increased financial and prayer 
support 

 
Valentine’s day was a blast for our girls 

 
Students in worship time at the same west coast Cru winter conference  

 
lives. By the last day of the conference, two of the wrestlers had prayed to receive               
Christ, including John*. The conference speaker had asked all of them earlier that day             
to think about one of the darkest times in his life, and how Jesus was there even in that                  
dark time. In front of all his wrestling buddies, John shared that his “darkest time” was               
the last time that he was raped as a gradeschooler. He said that he had been raped                
often at that time in his life. He shared that he remembered that time because he felt like                 
Jesus was there when his perpetrator was about to rape him again as usual but all of a                 
sudden he just stopped! And it never happened again after that. He believes Jesus             
stopped the perpetrator from doing it. He said to Jason: “Hey Coach... you’ve been             
saying this whole time that I’ve been brought here for a reason… I totally believe that               
now… I can see exactly why God brought me here!” Thank you for helping us create               
safe places for students to meet Jesus! 
 
                    Because of His Grace Always, 

  
*names changed for anonymity  
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